
Welcome

Back
Habitat Explorers !



[ŜǘΩǎ

create
something

new!



Todayõs Art Project:
Mangrove Crab

Todayõs Literacy Standard:

LAFS.1.RI.2.6 ðI can distinguish between 

information provided by pictures or other 

illustrations and information provided by 

the words in a text.



Please put on 
all your 

thinking caps!



Florida Red 

Mangrove

Lets review

Mangrove Facts



Fact 1 . Mangrove trees grow in salt water and have many prop roots.

Question: What other information can you gather from the picture above?

Answer: Fish and other  sea life live in and around the mangrove roots. 



Answer: Fish, crabs and barnacles find food around the mangrove roots. 

Fact 2. Underwater mangrove habitats provide food and nutrients

for various animals .

Question: What other information can you gather from the picture above?



Fact 3. There are many types of  mangrove crabs.  Mangrove crabs 

are semi -terrestrial, meaning they live both in the sea and on the land.

Question: What other information can you gather from the picture above?

Answer: Mangrove crabs eat mangrove leaves.



Time to create our Mangrove Crab.

Gather some craft and recycled materials.

Two or three
Brown Sandwich Bags

A few colors of scrap paper



Step 1 ðCreate the 8 crab legs and 2 crab claws.

Rip your brown 

sandwich bags 

into ten strips.

Organize the 

strips by size, 

biggest to 

smallest. 

Twist them as 

tight as you 

can.



Step 2 ðPrepare the box to become the crab shell and body.

First, on the 

long side of  

your box, 

punch two 

holes with 

the 

screwdriver 

for the two 

big front 

claws.

Next, punch 

four holes on 

each of  the 

short sides

with the 

screwdriver. 

This will create 

the holes for 

the eight legs.

Finally, 

punch 

two 

holes 

on top 

for the 

eyes.

Hey Kids, ask 
an adult to 

help punch the 
holes



Step 3 ðPrepare and insert the two claws and eight legs.

Grab the two 

longest pieces 

of  twisted 

paper bag and 

twist the ends 

really tight.  You 

may want to 

wrap a piece of  

tape on the 

end, like a 

shoelace end.

Insert 

the eight 

leg 

pieces 

into the 

box, just 

like you 

did with 

the 

claws.

Insert the 

twisted pieces 

into the two 

holes in the 

front.  You may 

need to twist 

tighter as you 

work. Bend and 

shape the 

paper to look 

like a claw.



Step 4 ðPrepare and insert the two eyes.

Grab the 

scrap 

paper to 

create 

the eye 

stems 

and black 

eyeballs.

Insert 

the eye 

stems in 

the two 

holes on 

top. 

Wiggle 

them in 

tight.

Next, rip two long 

strips of  paper for 

the eye stems and 

cut two round 

circles for the 

eyeballs.

Twist the eye stem 

strips and glue on 

the eyeballs.

Add more cut 
paper details to 
make my mouth.



Final step ðPlace your Mangrove crab in your Mangrove Habitat Cave.

What else 
would you 

like to 
create?

Here are 
some ideas!

See if 
you can 

find some 
animal 

friends to 
join your 
Mangrove 

crab.



This art lesson is brought to you by (Tracy Rosof-Petersen)

and Center for Creative Education in West Palm Beach, Florida.

SEND US A PHOTO OF YOUR COMPLETED PROJECT,

AND YOUR WORK COULD BE FEATURED ON OUR WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA SITES!
PLEASE SEND THE PHOTO, ALONG WITH YOUR NAME, AGE, AND CITY TO info@cceflorida.org .

Visit us at www.CCEFlorida.org.

Thank you for joining me
and trying your best!

See you next time.
Ms. Tracy

mailto:info@cceflorida.org
http://www.cceflorida.org/

